
he Westin Galleria conference hall was
abuzz with excitement as over 1600

NUSA conference attendees awaited the
announcement of 2002’s “Neighborhood of the
Year” (NOTY) Award Winners on May 25 in
Houston TX. Awarding of these prestigious
honors is the highlight of the four-day NUSA
Conference, with winners announced each year
at the Saturday closing luncheon.

Applications from neighborhood associations
across the nation had been pared down to 12
finalists competing in three categories for 1st
and 2nd place, honorable mention, and the
Grand Prize Winner as overall
Neighborhood of the Year. In-
person presentations were made at
the conference to finalize the
winners. The Grand Prize Winner
as well as the First Place Winner in
the Multi-Neighborhood Project
Partnerships category was
Aberdeen Gardens Historic &
Civic Association (AGHCA) of
Hampton, Virginia. AGHCA’s submitted project
was the Aberdeen Gardens Museum, a family
house, chicken coop and garden area restored to
preserve the history of a New Deal resettlement
community, originally a slave plantation, which
was designed and built by African-Americans
during 1933-38. Cash awards from NUSA
totaling $2000 will go toward helping to furnish
the museum for its grand opening in September.

The project involved a collaboration between
Aberdeen Gardens, its adjacent neighborhoods,
the City of Hampton Neighborhood Office and

ten other partners. Organized in 1993 to “estab-
lish, promote and maintain a museum and to
educate the public about the rich history that
the museum represents,” the AGHCA acquired
a 50-year-old dilapidated and condemned
house with the help of the Hampton
Neighborhood Office. AGHCA volunteers made
repairs to make the house and property safer.
The City of Hampton and the Peninsula
Housing & Builders Association then worked
together to accomplish more substantial
(roofing and structural) repairs. In-kind
donations were made by an architectural firm,

contract specialist and licensed contractor.
AGCHA applied for and received a $100,000
matching grant from the Commonwealth of
Virginia to complete the project and through
many hours of volunteer time by AGHCA and
its partners, the restoration of the museum
house was completed in June 2001. AGHCA
then proceeded to purchase the adjoining
house and property to be a part of the museum
complex. The matching share requirement of
the grant was completely met. Aside from
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Aberdeen Gardens: 
To read more about Aberdeen 
go to the Virginia Department of
Historic Resources site at http://
state.vipnet.org/dhr/home.htm

Good to Know: 
For tips on how to be a good
neighbor to a new neighbor 
visit our website at
hampton.gov/neighborhoods.

Neighborhood College: 
The Neighborhood Office 
is offering neighborhood 
organizations the opportunity 
to sponsor Neighborhood College
sessions in your neighborhood. 
For more info call Sheila Williams
@ 727-6460.

Neighborhood Leaders…
Mark Your Calendars!
Virginia Statewide 
Neighborhood Conference
September 27-28, 2002
Charlottesville, VA

For more information 
call 727-6460
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CITIZENS ACADEMIES
(Now taking FALL registrations. 
Classes begin in September.)

Citizen Codes Academy • 727-8310
Hampton Neighborhood College • 727-6460
Citizens Police Academy • 727-6638

BI-MONTHLY
1st & 3rd Wednesdays
August 7 & 21
Hampton School Board, 7:30 p.m.
Jones Magnet Middle School, 
1819 Nickerson Blvd
Carolyn Bowers, 896-8107

2nd & 4th Wednesdays
August 14 & 21
Hampton City Council, 7:30 p.m.
Council Chambers, 22 Lincoln St., 8th floor
727-6315

WEEKLY
Tuesdays
Wythe Empowering Minds, 5-6 p.m.
Kenneth Wallace Neighborhood Resource Ctr.
Shawn O’Keefe, 838-2330

■ AUGUST 6
National Night Out
Contact your Neighborhood Watch Coordinator
or call 727-6574

Greater Wythe Area Planning Team
Kenneth Wallace Neighborhood Resource
Center, 7–9 p.m., 727-6460

■ AUGUST 10
Crime Prevention Seminar, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Kenneth Wallace Neighborhood Resource Ctr.
727-6640

■ AUGUST 12
Planning Commission
Council Chambers, 22 Lincoln St., 8th floor
3 p.m., 727-6140

Neighborhood Commission Meeting,
Kenneth Wallace Neighborhood Resource Ctr.
6–8 p.m., 727-6460

Pine Cone Harbor Condo Association
Clubhouse, 6:30 p.m.
207 Dockside Dr.
Jackie Holman, 722-9994

■ AUGUST 13
Olde Hampton Community Association
Olde Hampton Community Center, 7 p.m.
Sadie Brown, 722-2447

Buckroe Civic Association
Buckroe Fire Station, 7:30 p.m.
Jennifer Wright, 727-6460

Easthampton Neighborhood Association
Easthampton United Methodist Church, 7 p.m.
Ray Waldon, 722-8756

■ AUGUST 15

Sussex at Hampton
3829 Roadsview Ave, 6:30 p.m.
Becky Harris, 726-2185

Olde Wythe Neighborhood Redesign
“Plan Alternatives” Community Meeting
Armstong Elementary School, 7–9 p.m.

■ AUGUST 17
Aberdeen Gardens Historic 
& Civic Association
Aberdeen Elementary School, 10 a.m.
Roosevelt Wilson, 826-9174

■ AUGUST 20
Pasture Point Neighborhood Association
Council Chambers, 22 Lincoln St., 8th floor;
7 p.m., 727-6460

■ AUGUST 26
Farmington Civic Association
Northampton Community Center, 7:30 p.m.
Jack Edwards, 826-4764

■ AUGUST 27
Wythe Coalition
Kenneth Wallace Neighborhood Resource Ctr.
8-9 p.m., 727-6460

August

Hampton Neighborhood Initiative
22 Lincoln Street, 5th floor
Hampton, VA 23669

hampton.gov/neighborhoods
(757) 727-6460
fax: (757) 727-6074
email: neighbor@hampton.gov

NEXT ISSUE:
Look for our next issue (Sept./Oct.)
which will feature the All-America City
Award. For more info about Hampton’s
prestigious award visit www.ncl.org

“

”

Never doubt 

that a small group 

of thoughtful, 

committed citizens 

can change the world, 

indeed,

it is the only thing 

that ever has. 

— Margaret Mead
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